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Sierra Nevada Conservancy Grant Program 
Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,  

River and Coastal Protection Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) 
 
Subregion:  EAST     County: MONO 
 
Applicant:  EASTERN SIERRA LAND TRUST 
 
Project Title:   EAST WALKER RIVER ASSESSMENT AND WATERSHED PLAN 
 
Reference Number: SNC 070274 
 

PROJECT SCOPE 
 
The Eastern Sierra Land Trust will conduct an assessment of the East Walker River from the 
Bridgeport Valley to the California-Nevada border, and produce a management plan for the East 
Walker River watershed.  Specifically, the Trust will: 
 

• Conduct a watershed assessment, including the following actions: 
 

o Summarize hydrologic and geographic information such as climate variability, stream 
flow averages and extremes, diversions and storage, aquifer descriptions, wells and 
pumping history, geology and soil types, erosion processes, channel networks, 
elevation range, and topography; 

o Describe current, historical, and possible future environmental conditions such as 
wetland and riparian zones, upland vegetation, land and water uses, and land 
management practices; 

o Catalog and summarize existing water quality data such as dissolved constituents, 
nutrients, sediments, temperature, toxics, and other data from available sources; 

o Conduct field work to examine and describe natural anthropogenic influences on water 
quality, wetlands, and aquatic habitat including probable causes of problems, sources 
of pollutants, risks, and opportunities for improvements or enhancements; 

o Conduct field work to examine and describe agricultural lands and examine 
opportunities for their long-term conservation. 

 
• Develop a watershed management plan, including the following actions: 
 

o Describe quantifiable characteristics for water quality improvements and potential load 
reductions using standard methodology such as dissolved constituents, nutrients, 
sediment, temperature, toxics, and other available information; 

o Define methods individually designed for achieving and sustaining water quality 
improvements in the basin, such as best management practices, preservation, 
restoration, conservation easements, education, and mitigation banking; 

o Estimate the financial and technical resources necessary to implement these practices; 
o Collaborate with willing parties to identify potentially effective projects to improve 

watershed conditions through cooperation with local land and resource management 
agencies, the watershed council, other agencies and private parties; 

o Propose a schedule for initiating and implementing measures, practices, and site-
specific projects; 

o Propose a schedule for implementation milestones to evaluate whether the proposed 
practices and projects are being introduced and implemented; 

o Establish criteria for evaluating progress in the water and waterways and outline future 
monitoring programs to measure attributes relevant to those criteria; 

o Propose and adopt conservation measures for agricultural and other lands with critical 
resources. 

 
 



 

  Page 2

 
PROJECT SCHEDULE 

  
DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 
Establish criteria for evaluating progress April 2008 - July 2008 
Summarize available hydrologic and geographic information July 2008 – September 

2008 
Describe current, historical, and possible future environmental 
conditions 

July 2008 – September 
2008 

Complete and submit six-month progress report to SNC October 2008 
Catalog and summarize existing water quality data October 2008 – March 

2009 
Complete and submit twelve-month progress report to SNC April 2009 
Describe natural anthropogenic influences on water quality, wetlands, 
and aquatic habitat March 2009 - May 2009 
Describe quantifiable characteristics for water quality improvements May 2009 – September 

2009 
Complete and submit eighteen-month progress report to SNC October 2009 
Define methods individually designed for achieving and sustaining 
water quality improvements 

October 2009 – January 
2010 

Collaborate with willing parties to identify potentially effective projects January 2010 – March 
2010 

Propose a schedule for initiating and implementing measures March 2010 
Propose and adopt conservation measures assessment outcomes March 2010 
Final Report/Final Payment Request April 2010 

 
PROJECT COSTS 

 
PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES TOTAL SNC FUNDING 
Salary for Watershed and Resource Specialists $ 52,000
Land Associate Salary (Map development and production) $ 3,260
Lands Specialist Salary (Stakeholder and agency cooperation) $ 16,000
Supplies and Materials $ 500
Administration $ 11,000
GRAND TOTAL $81,860

 
Letters of Support: 
• Mono County District 4 Supervisor  
• Bridgeport, California – Private Citizen 
Recommendation: 
Recommend for funding at requested amount of $81,860. 
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